Increase in R-wave amplitude during transient epicardial injury (Prinzmetal type).
An increase in QRS amplitude with S-T elevation occurs during the acute phase of myocardial infarction, coronary ligation and variant angina. Ischemic conduction delay, postulated as the cause, has not been well characterized. Six patients with transient chest pain, S-T elevation and increase in R-wave voltage also displayed concomitant shift of the frontal QRS axis toward the locus of injury. Electrocardiographic considerations suggest that regional ischemic block, not true hemiblock as has been suggested, offers the most inclusive explanation, providing previously neglected clinical confirmation of experimental observations.